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Essex League – Division One

Saturday 8th October 2011 

Clacton went down to their first Essex League defeat of the season at Billericay on Saturday, but not before they had given the mid-Essex side something of a scare on their own patch.

The Seasiders had Grant Jarmain and Darren Tully missing for the previous weeks win against Writtle Wanderers, and they were replaced by Aaron Redpath, and debutant Matt Barbour.  It meant that Clacton now had two sets of brothers playing in the same side, with Matt and James Barbour joining the Buxey pair, Jake and Ben.
The visitors began the first half kicking down the slope, and with the breeze in their favour, and immediately used both to good effect.  Some excellent place kicking and forward drives kept the home side pinned in their own half, and the reward came after just nine minutes.  A well-rehearsed catch and drive from 5 metres saw Lee Turner get the ball over the line in the left corner, and his first try since December 2009.  Matt Barbour was unable to convert the extra two points, but it provoked an immediate response from the home side, and they scored an equalising try in exactly the same fashion just four minutes later.
Clacton continued to push forward and, mid-way through the half, Billericay were caught offside 20 metres out and in front of the posts.  Matt Barbour took the kick, and slotted over his first points for his new club, but back came the home side, and again they drew level.  Clacton were penalised for a high tackle 20 metres from their goal-line, and the ball was despatched between the uprights.

Within two minutes, Clacton were ahead again.  Jake Buxey made an incisive break, but was tackled short of the line.  However, the forwards were on hand to tidy the ball up, with Shane Jerram planting it over for a try, and a five-point advantage again.
Billericay then applied some pressure on the Clacton line, and had an opportunity to reduce the deficit with a penalty.  They chose to kick for position, but the move came to nothing, and the half ended with Aaron Redpath making a break out of defence.  He was illegally tackled on the Billericay 10-metre line and, having established it was to be the last play before the break, Matt Barbour slotted over an outstanding kick to give Clacton a 16-8 lead.

The home side knew exactly how to play their pitch, and reduced the deficit to just one point within three minutes of the second half starting.  A long kick down the field, then winning the resultant line-out saw them walk the ball over for a converted try, and they repeated the tactic ten minutes later, although this time the conversion attempt hit the post.
Clacton realised they had a fight on their hands, and forced their way back into the game.  Matt Barbour’s 30-metre penalty for offside was just wide, on the hour mark, and then the team was re-shuffled.  
Michael Pedder replaced Matt Barbour, with Aaron Redpath taking over at full-back, but neither side was able to add to their total, so at the final result was a 20-16 win to Billericay.  The home side pick up the four points for the win, whilst Clacton receive a ‘losing’ bonus point.

Clacton coach Matt Mahoney felt there were many positives to take from the game, in particular the work and ideas from the two half-backs, Richard Brannan and Jake Buxey.  However, the Lonsdale Landscapes man-of-the-match award was given to Matt Barbour for his debut at full back.
Next Saturday [15th October 2011] Clacton first team are without a fixture.  The date has been put aside for the First Round of the RFU Junior Vase, and the Seasiders have received a bye into the Second Round.

Clacton’s Kestrels returned to winning ways with a 35-19 Suffolk Merit League win over Mersea Rhinos at Vista Road.  Try scorers for the home side were Ollie Redpath (2), Nick Evans, Jake Harvey and Tom Smith, with Kouros Kemp converting all five of them.  A special feature of the game was that it was refereed by 16-year-old Jacob Lee, and the club are indebted to him for stepping in at the last minute, and taking on the role.
Next Saturday [15th October 2011] sees the Kestrels travelling to Essex University for another Suffolk Merit League fixture.  Kick-off is at 3.00 pm.

